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ferences with them." However, as it was thought
proper to hold out the prospect of some advan-
tage by way of inducement to enter into an
alliance of this nature, the recovery of all the
territories of the state, then in the hands of the
Pindarees, was to be proposed; and the Governor-
general prepared himself to abandon the claim to
a money consideration for the expense of defend-
ing the territory, though the demand of a pro-
portion of the charge, if contested, was not to be
hastily relinquished.

The negotiation with Nana Govind Rao, the
legitimate chief of Sagur, was intrusted to the po-
litical agent in Bundelkhund, Mr. Wauchope, and
the basis of the connexion to be offered and con-
cluded was precisely the same : a large proportion
of the expense, it was, however, confidently ex-
pected, would be borne by the Nana, as the con-
dition of our giving him possession, which he
then had not.* On discovery that the agent at

* The territory of Sigur was held at this time by the
widow of Rughoonath Rao Bural, Rukhma Baee, whose
manager was Benaeek Rao. Rughoonath Rao was the son
of Balajee Govind Rao; and, dying without children, the
next heir was Nana Govind Rao of Julaon, son of Gongah
dhur Govind, Balajee's own brother. The cousin, however,
was opposed by the Baee and Benaeek Rao, and had not suf-
ficient influence to get possession of his inheritance without,
our assistance, for which reason it was thought he would
listen readily to our terms*